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THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 
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A barndominium is a term used to describe a unique type of building that combines a 

barn, garage or workspace with a residential living space. Barndominiums have become 

increasingly popular over the past few years, as they offer a unique blend of rustic 

charm and modern comfort. However, as with any building project, there are both 

advantages and disadvantages to building a barndominium. In this article, we will 

explore the good, bad, and ugly aspects of building a barndominium. 

The Good: 

1. Affordability: Barndominiums are often more affordable than traditional homes of 

similar size. This is because the materials used to construct them are often less 

expensive, and the labor costs are typically lower as well. 

2. Customization: Barndominiums offer a high level of customization. The open 

floor plans and high ceilings allow for a great deal of flexibility in the design of 

the living space. You can create a space that is uniquely tailored to your needs 

and preferences. 

3. Durability: Barndominiums are typically made of steel, which makes them 

extremely durable. They are resistant to fire, termites, and other pests, and they 

can withstand severe weather conditions. 

4. Energy Efficiency: Barndominiums are highly energy efficient. The steel 

construction and insulation help to keep the interior temperature comfortable, 

reducing the need for heating and cooling. 

5. Faster Build Times:  With many builders who specialize in barndominium 

construction, build times can be considerably shorter with proper planning.  

Working with a builder familiar with this type of construction and local 

zoning/building requirements may provide you with a quicker turn around.  

The Bad: 

1. Zoning Restrictions: Barndominiums may not be allowed in certain areas due to 

zoning restrictions. You may need to obtain special permits or variances to build 

a barndominium, which can be time-consuming and costly. 



2. Limited Financing Options: Traditional mortgage lenders may be hesitant to 

finance a barndominium, as they are not considered traditional homes. This can 

limit your financing options and make it more difficult to secure a loan. 

3. Lack of Resale Value: Barndominiums may not hold their value as well as 

traditional homes, but it is too early to tell in the long term. This is because there 

are not enough comparable properties in the real estate market in order to make 

a large statistical conclusion.  In rural or low density populations with little to now 

other barndominium construction, they may be more difficult to sell.  However, in 

more densely populated areas where multiple barndominium homes have been 

built and sold, re-sale appears to be very much in line with traditional homes and 

in some instances, commanding strong values to the increased popularity of the 

look and feel of these homes.  

 

The Ugly: 

1. Construction Challenges: Building a barndominium can be challenging, especially 

if you are not experienced in construction. You may encounter unexpected 

obstacles during the building process, which can delay the project and increase 

costs. 

2. Maintenance: Barndominiums require regular maintenance to keep them in good 

condition. This includes painting, sealing, and repairing any damage to the 

structure.  Insulation and moisture problems may also become a problem if 

considerable consideration is not taken into the dynamics of post frame 

construction.  

3. Limited Financing Options: We mentioned this as a "bad" aspect, but it's worth 

mentioning again as it can also be "ugly." If you are unable to secure financing 

for your barndominium, you may need to finance the project through other 

means, such as personal loans or credit cards. This can be risky, as it can lead to 

high levels of debt and financial instability. 

In conclusion, building a barndominium can be a great option for those looking for a 

unique and affordable living space. However, there are also several challenges and 

potential drawbacks that should be considered before embarking on such a project. By 

weighing the pros and cons and doing your research, you can make an informed 

decision about whether a barndominium is right for you. 
 


